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Cubanos Pa’lante et al. v. Florida House of Representatives et al. 
Case No. 1:24-cv-21983

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

January 2026

Direct Examination of Dr. Hannah Walker
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Dr. Hannah Walker: Qualifications

Education
– University of Washington, Ph.D. and Masters of Arts in Political Science 

– Rutgers University, Masters of Public Policy

– Washington State University – Vancouver, Bachelor of Arts (Public 
Affairs)

Illustrative Experience
– 2023-Present: University of Texas at Austin, Associate Professor and 

Director of Research

– 2022: Co-Founder, Expanding Engagement Lab

– 2020-2023: University of Texas at Austin, Assistant Professor 

– 2017-2020: Rutgers University, Assistant Professor  

Dr. Hannah Walker
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Dr. Hannah Walker: Research, Writing, and Awards

– Author of one book and 27 peer-reviewed articles

– Published in The Journal of Politics, Perspectives on 
Politics, and Political Research Quarterly

– Research awarded over $1 million in funding

– Award-winning research:

• 2020 Racial and Ethnic Politics Section Best Book 
Award

• 2019 Latino Caucus Best Paper in Latino Politics from 
the American Political Science Association
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Analysis shows weak evidence that Hispanic voters in benchmark 
HD 115, 118, & 119 and CD 25 vote cohesively. 

Dr. Walker’s Key Conclusions

White voters vote as a bloc, but their preferred candidate often 
aligns with Hispanic voters’ preferred candidate. 

The alternative maps for CD20 and CD24 maintain the ability of 
Black voters to elect their preferred candidate.
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Analysis shows weak evidence that Hispanic voters in benchmark 
HD 115, 118, & 119 and CD 25 vote cohesively. 

Dr. Walker’s Key Conclusions

White voters vote as a bloc, but their preferred candidate often 
aligns with Hispanic voters’ preferred candidate. 

The alternative maps for CD20 and CD24 maintain the ability of 
Black voters to elect their preferred candidate.
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Completely 
non-cohesive

Completely 
cohesive

Weak evidence 
of cohesion

Strong evidence 
of cohesion

Vote Cohesion Exists On A Spectrum

50% 60% 80% 100%90%70%

Walker Rep., ¶ 12
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Raw Data of Hispanic Voting Patterns in Benchmark HD 115

P110 [Walker Rep., Figure 15]
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Every statewide general 
election from 2012 to 2020

Endogenous elections from 
2016 to 2020

Sources: Florida Legislature 
and Florida Division of Elections

Vote Cohesion Analyzed Across Many Elections

Walker Rep., Table 1
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Dr. Walker Analyzed Benchmark House Districts 115, 118, and 119 
and Benchmark Congressional District 25

ECF No. 172 [Pre-Trial Stipulation]
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Analyzed Cohesion in Benchmark HD 115 Using Two Methods of 
Ecological Inference

P111 [Walker Rep., Figure 16]
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Inconsistent Results Across Methods in Benchmark HD 115

P111 [Walker Rep., Figure 16]
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Wide Variation in the Underlying Raw Data

P110 [Walker Rep., Figure 15]
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Weak Evidence Of Cohesion in Benchmark HD 115

P109 [Walker Rep., Table 9]

Bloc voting observed at 70% threshold in 0 out of 17 elections
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P117 [Walker Rep., Figure 20]

Analyzed Cohesion in Benchmark HD 118 Using Two Methods of 
Ecological Inference
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P117 [Walker Rep., Figure 20]

Inconsistent Results Across Methods in Benchmark HD 118
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Weak Evidence of Cohesion in Benchmark HD 118

P115 [Walker Rep., Table 11]

Bloc voting observed at 70% threshold in 2 out of 17 elections
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P120 [Walker Rep., Figure 22]

Analyzed Cohesion in Benchmark HD 119 Using Two Methods of 
Ecological Inference
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Inconsistent Results Across Methods in Benchmark HD 119

P120 [Walker Rep., Figure 22]
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Weak Evidence Of Cohesion in Benchmark HD 119

P118 [Walker Rep., Table 12]
Bloc voting observed at 70% threshold in 1 out of 17 elections
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P123 [Walker Rep., Figure 24]

Analyzed Cohesion in Benchmark CD25 Using 2 Methods of 
Ecological Inference
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P123 [Walker Rep., Figure 24]

Inconsistent Results Across Methods in Benchmark CD 25
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Weak Evidence of Cohesion in Benchmark CD 25

P121 [Walker Rep., Table 13]

Bloc voting observed at 70% threshold in 0 out of 16 elections
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Weak Evidence of Hispanic Vote Cohesion in Benchmark HD 115, 
HD 118, HD 119, and CD 25

P109, P115, P118, and P121

Case 1:24-cv-21983-JB   Document 191-2   Entered on FLSD Docket 01/21/2026   Page 23 of 39



Walker Illustrative Aids 24

Analysis shows weak evidence that Hispanic voters in benchmark 
HD 115, 118, & 119 and CD 25 vote cohesively. 

Dr. Walker’s Key Conclusions

White voters vote as a bloc, but their preferred candidate often 
aligns with Hispanic voters’ preferred candidate. 

The alternative maps for CD20 and CD24 maintain the ability of 
Black voters to elect their preferred candidate.
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White Voters’ Preferred Candidate Aligns With Hispanic Voters’ 
Preferred Candidate

Walker Rep., Section E
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Analysis shows weak evidence that Hispanic voters in benchmark 
HD 115, 118, & 119 and CD 25 vote cohesively. 

Dr. Walker’s Key Conclusions

White voters vote as a bloc, but their preferred candidate often 
aligns with Hispanic voters’ preferred candidate. 

The alternative maps for CD20 and CD24 maintain the ability of 
Black voters to elect their preferred candidate.
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Dr. Walker Evaluated the Alternative Maps Implicating Black-
Performing Districts CD 20 and CD 24

CD 20, configuration AB2
(Plans A and B2)

[D31]

CD 20, configuration B1
(Plan B1)

[D32]

CD 20, configuration CD
(Plans C1, C2, and D)

[D34]
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Dr. Walker Evaluated the Alternative Maps Implicating Black-
Performing Districts CD 20 and CD 24

CD 24, configuration ACD
(Plans A, C1, C2, and D)

[D31]

CD 24, configuration B1
(Plan B1)

[D32]

CD 24, configuration B2
(Plan B2)

[D33]
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Alternative Maps and Enacted Map Showed Some Variation in Black 
Turnout Compared to Benchmark CD 20

P144 [Walker Rep., Table 1]
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Black-Preferred Candidate Continued to Win in Alternative Maps for 
CD 20 for All General Elections Analyzed

P145 [Walker Rep., Table 2]
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Black-Preferred Candidate Continued to Win in Alternative Maps for 
CD 20 for All Primary Elections Analyzed

P146 [Walker Rep., Table 3]
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Alternative Maps and Enacted Map Showed Some Variation in Black 
Turnout Compared to Benchmark CD 24

P147 [Walker Rep., Table 4]
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Black-Preferred Candidate Continued to Win in Alternative Maps for 
CD 24 for All General Elections Analyzed

P148 [Walker Rep., Table 5]

Case 1:24-cv-21983-JB   Document 191-2   Entered on FLSD Docket 01/21/2026   Page 33 of 39



Walker Illustrative Aids 34

Black-Preferred Candidate Continued to Win in Alternative Maps for 
CD 24 for All Primary Elections Analyzed

P149 [Walker Rep., Table 6]
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Black Voters Maintain their Ability To Elect their Candidate of 
Choice Under Any of the Alternative Maps 

P145, P146, P148, P149 
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Rebuttal Analysis
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Dr. Trende’s Analysis is Not Informative of Hispanic Vote Cohesion

What did Dr. Trende opine?
Trende opines that Hispanics in the Miami-Dade area have become more politically 
cohesive since 2020 by examining the count of Hispanics registered as Republicans or 
Democrats between Election Day 2020 and April 2025

Dr. Trende’s analysis is not informative of Hispanic vote cohesion because:
• Dr. Trende deviated from the standard approach of analyzing vote cohesion (i.e. 

ecological inference) and did not analyze actual vote returns

• Dr. Trende omitted over 300,000 Hispanic voters in every month analyzed who are (1) 
registered with no party, (2) registered with a third party, or (3) are inactive but eligible 
to vote thereby inflating the percentage of Hispanics registered as Republican

Walker Rebuttal Rep., Section II
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Dr. Trende Omitted Over 300,000 Hispanic Voters In Every Month 
Analyzed

Trende consistently overestimated the Republican advantage over Democrats by 150–160%

P166 [Walker Rebuttal Rep., Table A1]
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Including Omitted Hispanic Voters Reduces Dr. Trende’s Claimed 
Republican Advantage

P165, P164 [Walker Rebuttal Rep., Figure 3, Table 1]
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